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which no man should be bound to believe j of making the
being and the worship of God, a creature of the state. In
consequence of these, that the teachers of religion ought to
hold their maintenance at pleasure, or live by the alms and
charitable collection of the people, and be equally en-
couraged of all opinions: that they should be prescribed
what to teach, by those who are to learn from them; and,
upon default, have a staff and a pair of shoes left at their
door;l with many other projects of equal piety, wisdom, and
good nature.

But, God be thanked, they and their schemes are vanished,
and "their places shall know them no more." When I
think of that inundation of atheism, infidelity, profaneness
and licentiousness which were like to overwhelm us, from
what mouths and hearts it first proceeded, and how the
people joined with the Queen's endeavours to divert this
flood, I cannot but reflect on that remarkable passage in
the Revelation,2 where "the serpent with seven heads cast
out of his mouth water after the woman like a flood, that he
mighft cause her to be carried away of the flood: But the
earth helped the woman, and the earth opened her mouth,
and swallowed up the flood which the dragon had cast out
of his mouth." For the Queen having changed her ministry
suitable to her own wisdom, and the wishes of her subjects,
and having called a free Parliament; at the same time
summoned the convocation, by her royal writ,3 "as in all
times had been accustomed," and soon after their meeting,
sent a most gracious letter * to the Archbishop of Canterbury,

1                                    A hint to withdraw.   [T. S.]

This is said to have been the mode in which the governors of a Dutch
province were wont to give intimation to those who intermeddled with
state affairs, that they would do wisely to withdraw themselves from the
state. [S.]

2                                    Swift notices his own misquotation in the succeeding number (q. v.).
See a further reference to the subject in No. 26.   [T. S.]

3                                     Convocation was assembled on November 25th, and the Latin
sermon preached by Kennet.   [T. S.]

4                                  Queen Anne's letter was printed in " The Daily Courant" for
December iQth.   It is dated December I2th, and says: "It is with
great grief of heart we observe the scandalous attempts which of late
years have been made to infect the minds of our good subjects by loose
and profane principles openly scattered and propagated among them.
We think the consultations of the clergy particularly requisite to repress